
THE CIRCUIT RIDER 

 
 

Vol. 21, No. 9  
September 2021 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 
Dear Church Family: 

 

Todd was asked to share at the Saturday evening session of the weekend spiritual 

retreat some por�on of his personal faith pilgrimage.  Todd was in his late thir�es 

and in the eyes of most who had known him over the past ten years, he was a                     

rela�vely successful person.  Todd was one of those people who seldom sought 

recogni�on but who was o!en called upon to lead a group or a task force.  Most 

felt Todd to be responsible, fair, and willing to work hard at whatever task had to 

be done. 

 

Todd opened his message by sharing a li#le about his background.  He grew up in     

a fairly solid middle-class home with both parents very involved in the family                       

business.  Todd’s parents were also very involved in the lives of their three                         

children, PTA, Scouts, you name it.  Todd’s parents would also become very                         

involved when changes needed to be made, never willing to leave well enough 

alone. 

 

During his college years, Todd grew closer to his parents, no topic was off limits to 

their discussions.  Todd’s father offered him sound advice when he told him that 

there was no problem Todd could get into that someone had not already been 

through and would be willing to help with if only Todd had the courage to open up 

and seek help. 

 

Todd shared with the group how he had allowed himself to grow comfortable                   

with life in general.  He worked hard and made a reasonable living and seldom got                        

involved with the problems of the world around him.  If he thought about being 

involved, it was always some�me in the future. 
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(From the Pastor con=nued) 

But one day, a major change came in Todd’s life.  His father experienced a serious heart 

a#ack and eventually died.  Todd remembered how a few weeks a!er his father’s                  

funeral he had been outside working on a sunny cold February day when the Lord                 

began to help him understand it was �me for Todd to put away his childish ways and to 

become more responsible for ma#ers in the world around him.  As Todd walked in the 

silence of the bright winter sunshine he felt the presence of the Lord as he had seldom 

experienced it before.  Todd felt as if he were seeing again all of the �mes when he 

walked away from his responsibili�es and even the li#le odd jobs around the house he 

had deemed that they could wait for tomorrow.  He felt like God gave him the slogan, 

“there ain’t no more tomorrows.” 

A deep discussion followed where other retreat par�cipants shared similar experiences 

from their own lives.  A re�red business person, an educator, a health professional.  

There were stories and confessions and healing. 

Almost all Chris�ans have a confession of a �me when they let an opportunity for                 

ministry for one reason or another pass them by only to find the door closed forever.  

The next �me we feel the Lord tugging at our hearts to minister to one of God’s                           

beloved sheep and we are tempted to wait or to leave it un�l another �me, let us try to 

remember how the rich man in the gospel story died without warning, or how each of 

the shared experiences at the retreat echo the call to be faithful in the day that we 

have.  If it will help, we might even remind ourselves of Todd’s streetwise slogan, 

“there ain’t no more tomorrows,” and be assured God is far more concerned about the 

love in our heart for those in the world around us than the grammar of our                                   

inspira�onal slogans. 

Together in service, 

 

Pastor Linda 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL  

INFORMATION 

 

Calling all green thumbs 

Do you have a green thumb? Do 
you like growing? We want you. 

The Vitality Team is hoping to 
have a Spring plant sale to benefit 
the church. If you have house-
plants you want to propagate, 
herbs and vegetables you want to 
start from seed and share, please 
call Susan Bond @ 804-266-2309 
for more information and details. 



 
 

  

ON-GOING MISSION OPPORTUNITIES                                                                                                                                                                          

LAMB’S Basket Dona�ons—Please place non-perishable food items or household and personal  hygiene items 

in the red   wagon in the Sanctuary.  Your dona�ons are delivered weekly. For the present =me, please donate 

plas=c grocery sacks and paper grocery sacks wit handles.  These items are currently being distributed to 

Belmont Community Resource Pantry and Ginter Park UMC Pantry.  Also remember that the 4th and 5th 

Tuesdays of each month are our =mes to volunteer at the LAMB’S Basket. 

Items for the To Go Bags—Individually wrapped food items for the To Go Bags that are offered to persons who 

come by the church needing food.  Think what would make a sustainable snack or meal that can be placed 

with other items in a gallon-sized zip-lock bag.  Collec�on basket is in the Outreach Outpost. So far this year, 

we have assembled and delivered 345 bags. 

Pop-Top Can Rings—Benefit the Ronald McDonald House.  Detach the ring from each aluminum can and place 

the rings in the collec�on containers in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. 

Aggie’s ANc Thri! Store is welcoming dona�ons at their new loca�on at The Hub Center, 6913 Lakeside                    

Avenue.  This is a mission of Laurel Park United Methodist Church.  All proceeds from dona�ons are directed to 

worthwhile area chari�es.  The volunteer workers are accep�ng items such as games, puzzles, books, pictures, 

mirrors, DVDs, jewelry, bric-a-brac, decora�ve items, and women’s clothing.  Kitchen ware and men’s clothing 

are not being accepted at this �me due to limited space in their showroom.  Hours of opera�ons Thursday 

through Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  (Hidden Treasures at The Hermitage is currently not taking dona�ons.) 

Mission Project of the Month— Coats for the Community—Please start cleaning out your closets and                              

gathering gently used jackets or coats (any and all sizes).  We will gather these in the Outeach Outpost and 

distribute to local groups. 

Volunteer at Belmont Community Resource Services Food Pantry—Address-3510 Broad Rock Blvd., Richmond 

VA 23234.  To volunteer go to the Belmont Community Resource Services website, click the Volunteer tab on 

the main menu, click on the phrase click here to access the calendar, click on the date you wish to volunteer, 

select the shi!, complete the volunteer informa�on page.  The Thursday shi!s are for packing the food bags, 

Friday volunteer shi!s involve helping with the drive-thru distribu�on.  Please wear a mask and gloves. 

 

Mission Partners:  Did you know that CHUMC and the United Methodist Women support 12 mission                     

partners each year with financial dona�ons?  Please remember to designate some of your giving to                     

Missions on your giving envelope. 
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News Around the Church 

News About Our Music Director 

 

As you may know, our music director, Deborah Wenrich, has 

been diagnosed with a very serious brain aneurysm.  She has 

completed a series of tests and will meet with another doctor 

in September to review everything and make a plan for her 

surgery.  We were hoping she could have the surgery this 

summer and be recovered by the �me everything starts up 

again in the fall; however, this is not going to happen.  We ask 

that you li! Deborah up in your prayers as she prepares for 

the surgery.  Pray for her care team, and also for her family.  

Many, many thanks to those of you who have placed cards 

and monetary gi!s in the “Love Offering for Deborah” box in 

the church office.  We appreciate your con�nued support 

during this difficult �me.   

 

Pat Brodie 

Chair, SPRC 

Financial Report for the Period                                                     

1/1/2021 to 7/31/2021                                         

Modified Cash Basis                                                                               

General Fund 

    July  YTD                       

    2021  2021 

Total Cash Receipts                                                           

 and Transfers         $15,954         $136,616                                             

Total Cash                                                                    

Disbursements                    19,886          121,957        

Net Gain (Loss)         ($ 3,932)       $  14,659   

                 General Fund & Restricted Funds         

Increase or (Decrease) in                                          

Cash and Investments       ($ 3,743)      ($ 15,425)     

 

 

 

Please remember your church in your estate planning. 

Garden Pavers 

The Memorial Garden at Chamberlayne Heights United Methodist Church established in 

memory of Ruth Armour by her family.                                                                      

 

Here’s an opportunity for you to purchase a brick paver(s) in memory of a loved one.  The brick 

paver will be inscribed with the name and date of someone you would like to remember.  

 

The cost of the pavers: 

  

2 lines with 12 Characters per line (coun=ng spaces)  $125.00 

3 lines with 12 Characters per line (coun=ng spaces) $135.00 

 

Order forms are available in the narthex or from the church office.  Also,  contact the church 

office, Joyce Paschall or Phin Wood with your ques�ons or for addi�onal informa�on. Plans are 

being made now to lay new brick pavers with inscrip�on.  This is a special way to remember those 

we love and those who have loved CHUMC during their life�me. 
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HELPING AFGHAN REFUGEES, HAITIAN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS, AND HURRICANE IDA VICTIMS 

The first and most obvious course of ac�on is to pray specifically for the persons affected and for the first                        

responders.  On-going, sustaining prayer is such a source of strength and comfort.  Consider making a designated 

dona�on through UMCOR to the Interna�onal Disaster Fund for Hai� and to the Domes�c Disaster Fund for                     

Hurricane Ida.  Be aware of where Afghan refugees are being rese#led in Virginia.  There are helpful resources on 

the conference website.  As a church, we will con�nue to become aware of the needs and decide a course of                   

ac�on as to how to respond. 

Thank you Witness Team and Vitality Team for sponsoring the outdoor service on August 29.  It was such a joy to 

join with Ginter Park Bap�st Church and to share worship and fellowship.  The BBQ lunch from Stump’s Pig and 

Pint was delicious. 

 

SEPTEMBER IS CHURCH CLEAN-UP MONTH 

Indoor tasks, outdoor tasks, short tasks, long tasks, there really is something for everyone.  Please come to the 

church office, choose a task from the working wall, complete the task and return the card to the Task Completed 

Basket. 

You can do this as an individual or a family group for inside projects and as a church family group for outdoor                 

projects. 

 

VISION TEAM UPDATE AND MYTH BUSTERS 

The Vision Team con�nues to wait, watch, work, and pray on our way forward as a church.  The first choice is to 

find a community of faith (United Methodist or other denomina�ons) to merge with us either using our facility or 

moving to another facility.  There is no forced �meline and the district or conference will not be “closing” the 

church.  This is a plan of ac�on that we have and are ini�a�ng.  Most likely the change will occur by July 1 of a                 

given year as that is when new appointments are begun.  The Vision Team will be mee�ng in September to begin 

formula�ng a “Plan B” in case a merger possibility does not emerge. 

Please con�nue to pray for your church and for the Vision Team. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

BIBLE CHALLENGE - Please find the passages for September listed below:  

DATE    PASSAGES     

September 1   Ezekiel 9-12                                                            

September 2   Ezekiel 13-15  

September 3   Ezekiel 16-17     

September 4   Ezekiel 18-20     

September 5   Ezekiel 21-22     

September 6   Ezekiel 23-24     

September 7   Ezekiel 25-27     

September 8   Ezekiel 28-30 

September 9   Ezekiel 31-33     

September 10  Ezekiel 34-36     

September 11  Ezekiel 37-39     

September 12  Ezekiel 40-42     

September 13  Ezekiel 43-45      

September 14  Ezekiel 46-48      

September 15  Daniel 1-3  

September 16  Daniel 4-6 

September 17  Daniel 7-9 

September 18  Daniel 10-12 

September 19  Hosea 1-7 

September 20   Hosea 8-14 

September 21  Joel 1-3 

September 22  Amos 1-5 

September 23  Amos 6-9 

September 24  Obadiah 1, Jonah 1-4 

September 25  Micah 1-7 

September 26  Nahum 1-3 

September 27  Habakkuk 1-3, Zephaniah 1-3 

September 28  Haggai 1-2 

September 29  Zechariah 1-7 

September 30  Zechariah 8-14 

4 
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From the Music Director 

A song came to mind this morning as I was fixing breakfast for my dad.  The song was “More than Wonderful” wri#en 

by Lanny Wolfe.  I didn’t remember the verses but as I started to sing the chorus, tears began to fall.  The presence of 

God entered my kitchen, “He’s more than wonderful, than my mind can conceive, He’s more wonderful than my heart 

can believe. He goes beyond my highest hopes and fondest dreams.  He’s everything that my soul has ever longed for.  

Everything he’s promised and so much more, He’s more than amazing, more than marvelous, more than miraculous, 

could ever be. He’s more than wonderful, that’s what Jesus is, to me.”  Praise brought heaven down to earth. God     

inhabits praise. Psalm 22: 3 KJV “ But thou art holy; O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.”   

 

 I found the song “More than Wonderful” duet sung by Sandy PaN and Larnelle Harris later this a!ernoon on 

YouTube, I wanted to bless you with it.  Copy and paste it into your browser and enjoy.  

 

h#ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRTwUvZG5a0 

 

 

Special Music for September 

 

       

Sept. 5
th

   “Nearer My God to Thee”            Sarah Mullen,                      Trio                                                                           

                   Jonathan Ray, Garre# Ray     

                         “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”     Sarah Mullen                    Trio                                                                                       

                   Jonathan Ray, Garre# Ray 

 

Sept. 12
th

   “The Old Rugged Cross”               Jayne Anne Grigg                Soloist 

                       “Just As I Am”                         Jayne Anne Grigg                 Soloist 

                       

 

Sept. 19
th 

  “Be Thou My Vision”                            Garre# Ray                            Soloist 

    “God Will Take Care of You”          Sarah Mullen               Soloist           

 

 

Sept. 26
th

     Outdoor Service 

 

Music for September 

 

“Nearer My God to Thee” Sarah Flower Adams was a Bri�sh actress who loved theater but when her health began to 

fail, she began wri�ng poems and hymns.  She wrote “Nearer My God to Thee” in 1841 when her Pastor was looking 

for a hymn to go with his sermon on Genesis and she began thinking about Jacob’s ladder or Jacob’s dream.  The 

hymn was originally set to music by her sister, Eliza Flower’s tune.  In 1856, the hymn was set to the tune called 

“Bethany” wri#en by Lowell Mason.  “Nearer My God to Thee” was also played by the Titanic’s string ensemble in 

1906 as the ship sank underneath the water. The Tabernacle Choir Blog, September 30, 2014 h#ps://

www.thetabernaclechoir.org/ar�cles/nearer-my-god-to-thee-history-and-lyrics.html 

 
 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” was wri#en by Joseph Scriven who said in 1855 that his whole life was filled with 

grief and sorrow. He had enrolled in an army college to pursue an army career, but poor health wrecked his plans. His 

fiancé had tragically drowned on the eve of their wedding in 1844 and though he moved to Ontario in 1855 and 

looked to marry another lady, she passed away a!er a short illness. He wrote that he needed the solace from the 

Lord. The Hymn Society, h#ps://hymnary.org/person/Scriven_JMs 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

“The Old Rugged Cross”   In 1912, an evangelist named George Bennard was heckled incessantly by a group of 

teenagers while he was trying to preach the gospel at a revival mee�ng in Michigan.  He was troubled by their 

disregard and began reflec�ng on Christ’s work on the cross.  He reflected later that he had a vision of seeing 

the cross and Christ together. The melody came easily and he completed the last three verses several months 

later while he was holding some mee�ngs.  He performed the song in it’s en�rety for Rev. Leroy and Ruby 

Bostwick who were moved to tears and incorporated it into their revival service on June 7, 1913.  Wyse, Eric 

The History Behind “The Old Rugged Cross” September 22, 2015 h#ps://www.lifeway.com/en/ar�cles/the-

history-behind-the-old-rugged-cross-hymn-george-bennard-revival 

 

 

“Just as I Am” was wri#en by Charlo#e Ellio# who was a Victorian hymn writer in 1834. At the age of 32, she 

suffered from an illness that le! her disabled for life. A Swiss minister, Cesar Malan, counseled her to replace 

her rage and conflict with peace and simple faith in God. From that day, she turned her literary talents into 

wri�ng hymns for the disabled.  She wrote 150 hymns, “Just as I Am” is the most famous. Lai, Ting-Ting,                        

History of Hymns comes from writers struggle with confining illness, May 31, 2013 h#ps://

www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-just-as-i-am-comes-from-writers-struggle-with-

confining-il 

 

“Be Thou My Vision” The story of “Be Thou My Vision” begins with St. Patrick a Welsh teenager who was sold 

into slavery in Ireland by pirates when he was 16. While he was there, he learned the Gaelic language and          

customs. He also put his trust in Christ. He escaped later and returned home to his family but instead of                    

staying home, he took a La�n bible and returned to Ireland as a missionary. On Easter in 433AD,  the local           

Irish king prohibited anyone from ligh�ng a flame in order to observe a Druid fes�val. Patrick wanted to honor 

Christ’s resurrec�on, risked his life, and defied the king. Early that morning the Irish people woke to a light 

that was burning on the highest hill in the area.  Patrick wanted to show that God’s light shines in the                         

darkness and that he alone deserves all the praise.  

 

 Several years later, an unknown composer, wrote a melody to celebrate what Patrick did.  He named the 

tune a!er the hill where Patrick shined his light: Slane.  People s�ll recognize the tune today.  The lyrics are 

thought to come from the 14
th

 c. poet St. Dallan Forgaill who wrote a poem in honor of St. Patrick “Rop tu Mo 

Baile”. Forgaill calls God, Patrick’s “ba#le shield” and “ high tower.”  

 

 A thousand years went by, and then, in 1905 an English woman, Mary Byrne, translated “Rop tu Mo Baile” 

into English and “Be Thou My Vision” sprang to life. In 1912, an Irish woman named Eleanor Hull set the words 

to the music Slane and it became popular overnight. It appeared in hymnals in 1919. 

 
“God Will Take Care of You” was wri#en by Civilla D. Mar�n and her husband Walter S�llman Mar�n. Civilla 

had fallen ill one morning and her husband was considering cancelling his preaching engagement when their 

young son said, “Father, don’t you think that if God wants you to preach today that he will take care of                   

Mother while you’re away?  Hawn, Michael C. History of Hymns “God Will Take Care of You” July 15, 2015 

h#ps://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-god-will-take-care-of-you 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

 

Ensemble will meet on Sunday, September 12, 2021 following the service.  Glory Singers will meet on Wednesday,                         

September 15, 2021 via Zoom at 7pm.  Joy Ringers will be back in session on Monday, September 13, 2021 at 5pm.  

 
 

 

 

 

A unique opportunity came up, I was perusing handbell websites and I stumbled across Stafford Handbell Society website 

which had an open invita�on for anyone to join them to play the “Na�onal Anthem” from memory on September 18
th

, 

6pm at the Fredericksburg Nats baseball game on handbells. I quickly sent out an email to the Joy Ringers, a few                         

responded. Chamberlayne Heights, UMC will be represented by Pastor Linda Ray, Bruce Ray, Jonathan Ray, Sarah Mullen, 

and Deborah Wenrich at this community event.    

If you would like to see the game, sit with the Joy Ringers in the sky box, dine on an all you can eat buffet--- =ckets are 

here un=l September 1
st

 $45.00 Sign up as non-ringing guest h#ps://www.eventbrite.com/e/162222767665   

If you would like to just see the game, �ckets are s�ll on sale online. h#ps://www.milb.com/fredericksburg/�ckets/single-

game-�ckets 
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The Senior Connec�on News for September 2021 

A lively group of 19 gathered at The Pasta House on August 10.  Foster Hayes was joined by son, Mitch, 

daughter-in-law, Meredith and grandson, Nicholas.  Juanita Hu#o was joined by her niece, Deborah Harper.  

It’s always a pleasure to have others join us for good food and fellowship. 

We will resume mee�ng in the church Fellowship Hall on September 14 at noon.  Because of the con�nuing 

uncertainty of COVID 19 restric�ons, we are asking everyone to bring their own lunch AND beverage.  We are 

not having a program that day so that we can discuss whatever comes up in ques�ons and conversa�on.   

One of the topics for discussion will be our plan to host our 90+-year-old members at our Christmas mee�ng.  

Please help us iden�fy all 90+ members of the church.  We know that Mary Frances McGuinn will be 100 in 

December.  We want to honor her and all others in a special way.   

Plan to join us September 14 at noon in the Fellowship Hall and remember to bring your own lunch and                  

beverage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bookstore is slowly becoming a reality.  A dedicated team has cleared and cleaned the room and is now 

cleaning and sor�ng the books. Thanks to Fay and Arthur Nunnally, Barbara and Randy Strawbridge,                            

Helen Wood, Jean Deitz,  Martha Bragg, Garre# Ray and Owen Brodie who braved 90-plus degree heat to 

work on geNng everything ready.  Susan and Rich Bond will set up the bookstore once the books are                            

categorized.  We hope to have a grand opening September 18.  The plan is to have the bookstore open to 

church members and visitors at all �mes and to the general public on the first Saturday of each month from                   

9-1.  Help spread the word and keep the books coming.  We need a constant supply. 
Pat Brodie 
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The 

    Bookstore 

         @ 6100 


